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[ntervention and History
BILL HALL

War is a racket. . . . It may seem odd for me, a military man, to adopt such
a comparison. Truthfulness compels me to. 1 spent 33 years and 4 months
in active service as a member of our country’s most agile military force—the
Marine Corps . . . And during the period I spent most of my time being a
high-class muscle man for Big Business, for Wall Street and the bankers. In
short, I was a racketeer for capitalism . . ..

Thus [ helped make Mexico and especially Tampico safe for American oil
interests in 1914. 1 helped make Haiti and Cuba a decent place for the Na-
tional City Bank boys to collect revenues in. 1 helped in the raping of half a
dozen Central American republics for the benefit of Wall Street. . . . I helped
purify Nicaragua for the international banking house of Brown Brothers in
1909-1912. I brought light to the Dominican Republic for American sugar
interests in 1916. I helped make Honduras *“right” for American fruit com-
panies in 1903 . ...

Looking back on it, I feel I might have given
best he could do was to operate his racket in t

rines operated on three continents.
__MAJOR GENE

TWO-TIME WINNER OF THE CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF H
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92 CONFRONTING THE COLONIAL LEGACY

N THE NOVEL 1984, author George Or-

well portrays the daily pain and hu-

miliation of life in a totalitarian nation
of the future. Although the main character
Winston Smith is a lowly burcuu.cmt, -hc
nonetheless performs an admimst.ratlve
function vital to his society’s dictatorial or-
der. Each day at his desk Smith methodical-
ly searches through past newspapers and
magazines to change names, dates and
events. He removes information deemed po-
litically objectionable by his superiors and
destroys all record of it. Orwell’s protago-
nist literally rewrites the past to suit the ide-
ology of the present. History is lost into a
bureaucratic “memory hole.”

In part a response to 1984, Brave New
World presented a dictatorial society based
not on the coercion applied to and admin-
istered by Orwell’s Winston Smith, but in-
stead on what author Aldous Huxley con-
sidered a far more insidious tool of control:
consent. In Brave New World, totalitarian-
ism has become so effective that repression
is unnecessary. The oppressed submit to
their masters willingly; they love their ser-
vitude. Censorship is unneeded, because
there is no interest in hearing nonconformist
views. The citizens of Brave New World, en-
grossed in the distractions of drugs or end-
less day-to-day entertainment, themselves
allow historyto slip down the memory hole.

The message of both novels is clear.
Whether it is because of repression and cen-
sorship, or because of indifference and
omission, a society that forgets its history
losgs its freedom. To allow our past to be
written by others, and the truth to be lost to
the memory hole, is to surrender our future
to totalitarianjsm,

It is now more than 36 years since the
US bt?gan its Sponsorship of South Vietnam-
ese dictator Ngo Dinh Diem, propping up a
corrl{pt e_md violent regime dependent on
8rowing infusions of s money, training—

and eventually troo
Fifteen years later
ended in US defe
Vietham, with
deaths. “The Vie
cred part of our past,
about our government, |
so clear during the war,
gotten, lost down the me
ciety seemingly Committ
own tragic history.
Today nearly half 4 million US

occupy 40 foreign countries. The r-oo.ps
of US “defense” spending is devoreq tzlzrlt)'
seas commitments, U$ training gnq W:aer.
ons nurture war and repression i, the Phﬁ:
ippines, in El Salvador, Guatema, Pery
Indonesia, Thailand, Chile, Zaire, Lebanm;
and dozens of other countries, The same
policy-making elite that invokeq “nationa|
security” in order to violate the 1954 Gepe.
va peace accords (which called for free elec-
tions in a unified Vietnam instead of stepped
up US intervention and a divided country)
now invokes *“‘national security” to continue
waging war in the poverty-stricken islands
of the Philippines. The same Pentagon that
dumped more than 18 million gallons of
dioxin-laden defoliants on Vietnamese land
—land that still cannot produce food—now
claims that “national security” demands we
ship more bombs to the Salvadoran Ar
Force to reduce the countryside of El Salva-
dor to desert. Today the same State D‘epaft'f
ment that funded mercenary élrmlefs (r)n
Montagnard tribesmen With‘ profits 231
heroin trafficking in Laos claims th;.: n:ize
high ground in an ianeaSin.gly ,l’m ?;al’eru,
war on drugs—and “subversives -*; it
Bolivia and Colombia. The same Cld of the
tor, William Colby, who, as head «devel
CORDS (war-related US. rli a;]xe systen”
opment aid”) agency, directed | sands 0
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In the US Capitol, Witness for Peace demonstrators protest the Reagan-Bush administration’s
Nicaragua policy of Contra aid, which the World Court and the Organization of American
States also condemned. Names on the crosses are those of victims of the Contras.

RicH REINHARD, 1986, IMPACT VISUALS

now informs us that “international terror-
ism” necessitates political investigations
and police-state tactics at home.

Only by recovering the history of US in-
tervention in Vietnam from the memory
hole can we begin to understand how the
war continues in the form of US intervention
today. And only by recovering that history
can we learn our power to stop intervention.

The US government assaulted the Viet-
Namese resistance movement—a movement
President Eisenhower said would have sure-
ly won free elections—with more firepower
than it used in all of World War II. Yet the
world’s most powerful country was defeated
at the hands of an army of illiterate—but

committed—farmers. The White House
Co.nsidcred using nuclear weapons to exter-
Minate this enemy that it could not conquer.
But that option was made imp()SSiblC by

policy-makers’ fear of opposition at home,
as hundreds of thousands of people con-
fronted Vietnam not with fear or denial, but
with courage and rage. They rose up in a
militant mass protest movement and threat-
ened to shake the very foundation of order
in our country. And they helped stop the
war in Vietnam, and return some of the des-
tiny of Southeast Asia to the people who live
there.

The history of the Vietnam War and
what it took to stop it shows that US inter-
vention in the Third World is not just the re-
sult of “failed policies™ or imprudent deci-
sions. Intervention against efforts at greater
democracy in the Third World—whether in
Southeast Asia, Grenada, or Chile—arises
from the lack of genuine democratic control
in the US. From General Smedley Butler to
more modern day “racketeers for capital-
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» the interests of cheap labor, abgndant
™ d military dominion guide the
. ankers behind US foreign policy.

The history of the Vietnam War is alsz

history of how policy makers respon
o heir wars are challenged at home. As
e osition movement swelled into-the
:iell;z)[:)i, the government bega: to con51d<.3r
the US a kind of “second front™ 10 the war in
Vietnam, and unleashed a repressive cam-
paign of domestic counterinsurgency to bat-
tle its enemies at home: the peace movement
and all protest groups. COINTELPRO, the
FBI Counterintelligence Program, sought
to sow paranoia, cause division,

reso
decision-ma

explicitly
destroy reputations with rumor and lies and
«peutralize” activists and groups. It was a
Jandestine campaign to destroy opposition
at home, and it went far outside the limits of
law. Chief among the program’s aims was
suppressing activism at its early stages, as
well as preventing coalitions from develop-
ing between anti-war activists and people
challenging elite control of the society from
other positions—the Black Power move-
ment, Native Americans, Chicanos, farm
workers and others. Not just a few, but doz-
ens of activists were assassinated by the po-
lice, FBI and FBI-backed right-wing vigi-
lantes as part of COINTELPRO. Repression
set back—but did not eliminate—a power-
ful movement that had begun to unearth the
roots of intervention.

et Y protst move
o action, dh N.m narrowing their latltude
e Nortt ; vixons, Kissingers and Oliv-
rths took it as a lesson. They conclud-

ed that US politics w fferi 4 o
much demopacen. as su ‘ferlng.from too
was much prefer};l;l:tpasglve’ Pllal’lt pub'h'c
cal one the war had eo the active and criti-
nal checks and g generated. If the nomi-
limiting 1, alances of democracy were
CIA ¢ freedom of the Pentagon and
these men saw only one so-

lution: circumvent the checks
of democracy. and bal,
. Ceg
C(?vert actions, mefCenary _
financing, “off-the-she|f> op Armje,
it e €rat
rivatiza t ~ 10
pr tion” of fore1gn it dns, the
policy—all serve to re
repressive activi
b pC Y from potengyy Serye
y Congress and accountabiigy Utin,
torate. The “covert actions” aby Odthe elec.
0a
Fhe ’{ran-Contra scandal) apg «
ism” at home (such as :
: DS
al're- pursued in secret not becayge their v,
bility would cause a “natiopy] security
: ” . .\ !
risk.” Rather, the US ruling elite knows that
if people were aware of these actions, the,
would be strong opposition from domeg;;
“enemies’’ on the “second front.”
Escalation of war in Vietnam failed
defeat independence fighters. Escalation of
repression at home has likewise not ren
dered protest movements powetless. InNic
aragua, a country with only one (highly un-
reliable) working elevator and a population
mostly under the age of 16,2 revolution i
surviving a US military and economic Wit
and remains committed to comprehensi®
social programs and environmental prote;-
; : ragh
tion not only because of its own cou o\ge
move:
but also because of the US peacdehumaﬂ
an
ment’s efforts. Clergy, studens re able
: . we
rights activists across the U n to ador"
‘nistratio
force the Reagan Administra o

; : saI]CflO[15
the toughest anti-South Afrlc;] o el
i id move
ever as the antl—apartheld m ol

d the

in power in the US and arou? et and
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keeping the Marines in their
not on the beaches canl
takes an outspo
vention movement. [tta
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understands that @ mor i
ment in Nicaragua 0f 'Ou f“socialist :
may not choose t0 call itse




i that if steps are being taken to de-
Pon;lt istice and human rights, then we
fen 131 support whoever is taking those
shou [t takes a movement that can con-
po US intervention without ignoring So-
(jieer? ri]ntervention, a movement that rejects
the history written for us and instead re-
daims its own. It takes a movem.ent un-
sfraid to speak the truth, unhes.ltant to
seek listeners 1n all corners of society and
unashamed to reach out to the compas-
sion and love that lies dormant deep within
so many people in this country.

To see its task clearly, the anti-interven-
tion movement must relearn its history and
again attack the roots of exploitation and
power that anchor intervention in our econ-
omy and political system. To gather the
strength needed to win, the movement must
forge alliances with all of those working
against the same system of power. The ban-
ner of this movement is solidarity, the soli-
darity of the poor against the rich, of the
powerless against the powerful, solidarity

® Monitor the alternative press for news
behind the headlines of US foreign pol-
icy. Respond among friends and ac-
quaintances to such mass media propa-
ganda as the “War on Drugs,”
“overpopulation,” “terrorism,” and
“national security.” Look to the root

auses and political uses behind such
misinformation.

Recover the history of US intervention
and movements in opposition to it, by
consulting books, films, radio shows,
and other sources, as well as seeking

*Action section by Bill Hall

ACTION®
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that knows no borders
or nation,

Whether our cot
has for the
or whether

» no division by race

| intry’s will to struggle
Fllj\c being been ripped from us,
it s -
entertaining puT::iLtLy a:fand(m»ed for more
: JUrsuits, we must seek out
ways to live without Orwell’s memory hole,
ways t().recover human identity and com-
passion n an age of denial and barbarity. In
the words of Eduardo Galeano, an Uru-
guayan writer and activist once forced into
exile by a US-backed dictatorship: “I think
that fighting to change the world, to restore
it, gives sense to the human adventure. In
this fight I recognize myself in others. In this
fight I become a compatriot and contempo-
rary of those who are moved to action by
the will for justice and the will for beauty. I
am their compatriot though they were born
in another country. I am their contemporary
though they lived in another age. And thus I
feel and know that [ am a breeze of a wind
that will continue when Iam no longer. . . .”

out the stories of people involved. Be-
gin a small resource library of books
and tapes with your friends. Gather a
small group of friends to read or go to
lectures together and then discuss the

implications.

= Investigate the economig mqtives that
underpin US foreign policy, in order to
understand how lack of democr.af:y
and justice at home relates to milita-

rism abroad.

a Write letters to the Editor.
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n as many mailing lists of peace

groups as possible; get
he movement looks like

s Geto :
and solidarity

to know whatt
in your area.
ssion about strate-

ici in discu
ticipate 1n dis strat
parney hods and priorities.

utreach, met

s Promote coalition building and linking
of issues around broad demands for

emocracy and justice.

gies, 0

greater d
Phone radio talk shows to inform oth-

er listeners.
Write your representative and Sena-
tors.

s Get in touch with and volunteer with
peace and solidarity groups in your
area. If you can’t donate your time, do-
nate money. If you can’t donate money,
then let your support be known in oth-
er ways.

= Train yourself in civil disobedience
protest and participate in blockades,
sit-ins and occupations for a change in

policy.

Organizations

Action
ction 1n Support of the Mexican Garment
Workers

¢/o AFSC

1501 Cherry Street

Philadelphia, PA 19102

. dyizi;zczrts Mexican women who formed

e Union fzfter' the 1985 earthquake
» Material aid 4,4 letter~writing.

American C
omm;j y
198 Broadway ttec on Africa

New YOrk
»NY 19

= Let everyone you know hear 4},
your commitment to socia| Chaou
and address people’s fearg and iy
rance about it. Try to keep o}, lgn.@
formed, and challenge their m4ffrs in.
standings. Such smal] efforts C'Sunder‘
tremendous reverberation an},

ple have not considere the

fore.

Where Peg.
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= Encourage others to get involyeq

® Zero in on hesitations yoy Might
about liberation struggles in the T}ZVZ
World. Are your concerns based onir
formed advocacy of democracy anq "
justice? Or are you failing to Critically
€Xamine assumptions given to yoy by
television and our government>

= Write to activists in the US who are ijy.
prisoned for their political beliefs and
efforts.

= Send material aid to liberation
movements.

» Travel to the Third World.

Support refugees in your community.

RESOURCES —

Supports African people in their strug
gle for freedom and independence. Imt.mtef
projects to inform and mobilize Amenmﬂ-:
to support African freedom t{aroujy;
changes in US foreign policy. Pubhsbels
free ACOA Action News, twice annuany-

Amnesty International
322 8th Avenue
New York, NY 10001

(212) 633-4200 .
International human rights 87

ot
focuses on the release of prisone’® 0£ Ctbe
science and the abolition of tormrer?odiwl,
death penalty. Their bi-monthly P¢
Amnesty Action, costs $25/year.



