The ‘Gadarene Swine Fallacy’ and Locating Laing’s Shamanic Ontology

From an ideal vantage point on the ground, a formation of planes may be observed in the air. One plane may be out of formation. But the whole formation
may be off course. The plane that is out of formation’ may be abnormal, bad or ‘mad, from the point of view of the formation. But the formation itself may
be bad or mad from the point of view of the ideal observer. The plane that is out of formation may also be more or less off course than the formation itself
is.

The out of formation’ criterion is the clinical positivist criterion.

The off course’ criterion is the ontological. One needs to make two judgements along these different parameters. In particular, it is of fundamental impor-
tance not to confuse the person who may be out of formation’ by telling him he is ‘off course’ if he is not. It is of fundamental importance not to make the
positivist mistake of assuming that, because a group are ‘infomation, this means they are necessarily ‘on course. This is the Gadarene swine fallacy.

-- Laing, The Politics of Experience
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